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Welcome to Centenary University’s 2026 Annual  
Scholarship Gala: A Golden Night of Excellence!

This has been an extraordinary and transformational year for 
Centenary University. Thanks to the generosity of alumni, 
friends, corporate partners, and community supporters, we 
continue to expand opportunities for our students while 
strengthening Centenary’s impact throughout New Jersey 
and beyond.

Tonight, we gather with a shared purpose: to ensure that 
deserving students can continue their education and graduate 
on time regardless of financial hardship. For many Centenary 
students, a scholarship gap of less than $5,000 can determine 
whether they remain enrolled and complete their degree. 
Your support this evening directly changes lives and creates 
opportunities for future generations.

A NIGHT OF GOLDEN EXCELLENCE

This evening, we are also proud to present the Gold Dome Award—Centenary University’s highest 
honor—to several exceptional individuals and organizations whose leadership, service, and  
commitment reflect the very best of our University and community:

• Atlantic Health - Community Leadership & Partnership
• Senator Douglas J. Steinhardt - Public Service & Advocacy
• Dr. Raymond Frey - Distinguished Historian & Educator
• Professor Michael Dowling - Excellence in Equine Education

In addition, we are honored to present the 2026 Van Winkle Achievement Award, a prestigious  
recognition bestowed upon individuals whose extraordinary service and dedication have made a 
lasting impact on Centenary University and the surrounding community.

This year’s recipient is Carol Valentine Allen ’72/’74, member of the Centenary University Board 
of Trustees, former president of the Alumni Association Executive Board, and longtime benefac-
tor. Carol’s unwavering commitment, leadership, and generosity have helped shape the Centenary 
experience for generations of students and alumni, and we are proud to celebrate her remarkable 
contributions this evening.

Thank you for joining us for this special celebration of philanthropy, partnership, and student  
success. Because of your generosity, Centenary students will continue to learn, grow, and pursue 
meaningful futures filled with purpose and possibility.

Enjoy this memorable evening in support of Centenary University. 
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CENTENARY UNIVERSITY
Where Successful Careers Begin and Lives Take Shape

Founded in 1867 by the United Methodist Church, Centenary University offers a wide range of  
undergraduate and graduate programs grounded in a strong liberal arts foundation and career-focused 
learning. Located in Hackettstown, New Jersey, with an equestrian center in Washington Township, 

Centenary provides students with hands-on, personalized educational experiences that prepare them for 
success in a global and evolving workforce.  Guided by its commitment to student success, university  
vitality, and world engagement, Centenary empowers students to lead lives of purpose, impact, and  

lifelong achievement.

Centenary Values – Curiosity • Respect • Innovation • Service • Excellence

Through Centenary RISE, we bring our values to life, shaping student success, sustaining university 
vitality, and engaging the world with hope, purpose and impact.

Curiosity
We pursue deeper understanding and invite others into shared discovery and learning.

Respect
We honor every person and grow belonging through hospitality and compassion.

Innovation
We create bold solutions to expand opportunities for others.

Service
We use our gifts to uplift others and make a meaningful difference in the world.

Excellence
We give our best so that students and colleagues flourish in their careers and lives.
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Senator Douglas J. Steinhardt is a dedicated public servant, attorney, and legislator representing New Jersey’s 23rd  

Legislative District in the New Jersey State Senate. A lifelong resident of Warren County, Doug grew up on his family’s 

farm in Belvidere and has deep roots in the community he proudly serves. He earned his bachelor’s degree in history 

from Gettysburg College and his J.D. from Widener University School of Law. Prior to his election to the Senate in 2022, 

Doug served with distinction as the first five-term Mayor of Lopatcong Township and as Chairman of both the Warren 

County and New Jersey Republican State Committees.

In the Legislature, Senator Steinhardt continues his lifelong commitment to family, strong communities, and effective, 

responsive government. His legislative accomplishments include the introduction of landmark legislation criminalizing 

political hate in New Jersey. He has also been active in local civic causes, including founding task forces to address  

addiction awareness and mental health stigma in Warren County. He is a proud Eagle Scout, former volunteer football 

coach, and NJ State Bar Association Trustee.

Doug and his wife Trudy will celebrate 30 wonderful years of marriage this September. They are proud parents to two 

children who carry on the family’s tradition of civic involvement: Tia (27), the former Warren County State  

Committeewoman, and Douglas Jr. (22), the current Warren County State Committeeman.

Gold Dome Award Recipient 
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Dr. Raymond Frey was a Professor of History at Centenary from 1990 to 2025. From 2000 to 2003, he served as Dean 

of Faculty. A prolific writer and recognized scholar of our state’s history, he is the author of a New Jersey textbook for 

middle school students, used around the state. In 2009, he received the New Jersey Governor’s Award for Distinguished 

Achievement in History and Civics. 

Dr. Frey has spent a lifetime of service, volunteering, and helping others. In 1999, he received the Mosaic Award from 

Project Self Sufficiency in Newton. In 2006 and 2007, he led teams of Centenary students to New Orleans to help the 

victims of Hurricane Katrina. His real passion, however, is volunteering at Newton Medical Center, logging over 2,500 

hours at the Front Desk and Emergency Department. He was recently the recipient of two major awards for his  

professionalism, caring, and compassion for his patients. He is also a Certified Cancer Counselor for the Cancer Hope  

Network.

His wife, Andra, is a Centenary alumna. They have been married 46 years and have two outstanding children--Sarah and 

Ray Jr.

Gold Dome Award Recipient 
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Michael Dowling has dedicated more than three decades to the equine industry as an accomplished trainer, educator, and 

mentor. A longtime leader within Centenary University’s renowned Equine Studies program, he serves as IHSA Hunt 

Seat Team Co-Coach and NCEA Team Co-Coach, helping shape one of the nation’s most respected collegiate riding 

programs. Under his leadership, Centenary has earned multiple national championships, including IHSA National Titles 

in 2009, 2011, and 2014, along with numerous reserve national finishes. He has also coached four prestigious Cacchione 

Cup National Champions. 

Michael’s expertise extends well beyond the classroom and arena. After completing studies at Fairfield University and the 

Lancaster University, he founded Windham Hill, a premier training and sales operation based in Far Hills NJ and  

Wellington FL. Through Windham Hill, he has trained riders and horses to compete successfully at some of the sport’s 

most prestigious venues, including the National Horse Show, Devon Horse Show, the Washington International Horse 

Show, and the North American Young Riders Championships. 

Known for his thoughtful, forward-riding system and emphasis on horsemanship, Michael has helped countless riders 

reach elite competitions such as the ASPCA Maclay Finals, USEF Medal Finals, Junior Hunter Finals, Pony Finals, and 

Young Riders. His enduring commitment to excellence, mentorship, and student success has elevated generations of  

riders and strengthened Centenary University’s national reputation in equestrian education and competition.

Gold Dome Award Recipient 
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Atlantic Health is at the forefront of medicine, setting standards for quality health care in New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

and the New York metropolitan area. Powered by a workforce of 25,000 team members and more than 5,667 affiliated 

physicians dedicated to building healthier communities, Atlantic Health serves more than half of the state of New Jersey 

including 14 counties and 7.5 million people.

The not-for-profit system offers more than 550 sites of care, including its eight hospitals: Atlantic Health Morristown 

Medical Center in Morristown, NJ, Atlantic Health Overlook Medical Center in Summit, NJ, Atlantic Health Newton 

Medical Center in Newton, NJ, Atlantic Health Chilton Medical Center in Pompton Plains, NJ, Atlantic Health  

Hackettstown Medical Center in Hackettstown, NJ, Atlantic Health Goryeb Children’s Hospital in Morristown, NJ, 

Atlantic Rehabilitation Institute in Madison, NJ and Atlantic Health CentraState Medical Center in Freehold, NJ.

The system includes Atlantic Medical Group, part of a physician enterprise that makes up one of the largest  

multispecialty practices in New Jersey with almost 2,000 physicians and advance practice providers. Joined with Atlantic 

Accountable Care Organization and Optimus Healthcare Partners they form part of Atlantic Alliance, a Clinically  

Integrated Network of more than 4,000 health care providers throughout northern and central NJ.

Atlantic Health provides care for the full continuum of health care needs through 26 urgent care centers, Atlantic  

Visiting Nurse and Atlantic Health Virtual Visits. Facilitating the connection between these services on both land and air 

is the transportation fleet of Atlantic Mobile Health.

Founded by Atlantic Health, the Healthcare Transformation Consortium is a partnership of seven regional hospitals 

and health systems dedicated to improving access and affordability. Atlantic Health has a medical school affiliation with 

Thomas Jefferson University, is home to the regional campus of the Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Atlantic Health 

Morristown and Atlantic Health Overlook Medical Centers and is the official health care partner of the New York Jets.

Gold Dome Award Recipient 
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The Van Winkle 
Achievement Award

The Van Winkle Achievement Award honors a 
distinguished person or professional who has  
extraordinary accomplishments, including  
outstanding service to Centenary University and the 
community-at-large, and who brings honor to our  
institution. Alumni and all others closely 
associated with Centenary University are eligible for 
nomination.

Louise Armstrong ’48  

Ellen Baars-Banks ’93 

Edith Bolte Kutz ’42  

Audrey Hines Bonaparte-Watts ’78  

Claire Couch Bosee ’54 

Fred J. Brotherton HA ’89 Trustee 
Emeritus 

Margot Nelson Carey ’55 

Ruth Vail Pierson Churchill ’13 

Barbara Clarihew ’61 

Karen DeWitt Conner ’54 

Bernice Spies Davis ’31 

Karen Nelson Drake ’53 

Eleanor Lee Drinane ’59 

Lucinda Thomas Embersits ’59 

Erica Hontz Hoffman ’83 

Patricia Terhune Hoffman ’47 

Virginia George Hook ’44 

Joan Garey Hooper ’50 

Karen Phillips Irons ’63 

Carol Burgess Lackland ’54 

Grace Lewis ’43

Christopher D. Linne ’02/04 

Shirley Wilson McCune ’50 

Arden Davis Melick ’60    

Althea Mundorff Murchison ’19   

Elissa Robison Prout ’54 

C. Joy Riddell ’58

Roberta Fleming Roesch ’39 

Dominick V. Romano HA ’01 

Ruth Scarborough HA ’96 

John A. Shayner HA ’89 

Diane Decker Sillcocks’54 

Kathleen Lascky Turner ‘70 

Meredith Post Van Pelt ’32 

Nan Briwa Veeder ’46 

Norman Worth ‘13HA 

Gail Bergenback Vigra ‘57 

Beatrice Randal Hood ‘47 

Nancy Johns Paffendorf ‘79/81/06 

Rochelle Makela-Goodman ‘97 

Past Honorees



For more than five decades, Carol has remained deeply connected to Centenary through both professional  

service and volunteer leadership. During her 15 years of employment at the university, she served in numerous 

roles, including Associate Dean of Students, Director of Residential Living and Student Life, Director of Special 

Giving, faculty member, coach, and admissions counselor.

A standout student-athlete, Carol competed in field hockey, lacrosse, and badminton and received the George E. 

and Blanche B. Denman All-Around Athlete Prize in 1972. She later served as president of the Centenary  

University Alumni Association Executive Board and as a member of the university’s Board of Trustees, while also 

contributing to numerous community organizations throughout the region.

One of Carol’s proudest accomplishments was co-chairing Centenary’s 150th Anniversary Celebration in 2017 

alongside Nancy Johns Paffendorf ’79/’80/’06, helping bring together alumni and friends to celebrate the  

university’s rich history and future. In 2024, she received Centenary University’s Gold Dome Award in recognition 

of her exceptional dedication and service.

 Through her tireless volunteerism, enduring loyalty, and passionate advocacy, Carol Valentine Allen continues to 

strengthen the Centenary University community and inspire future generations of students and alumni.

Centenary University is proud to present the 2026 Van Winkle 

Achievement Award to alumna Carol Valentine Allen ’72/’74 in 

recognition of her extraordinary service, leadership, and lifelong 

dedication to the university community.

The Van Winkle Achievement Award is among Centenary 

 University’s most prestigious honors, recognizing alumni,  

distinguished professionals, and community leaders whose 

accomplishments and service have brought distinction to the 

university while reflecting its enduring values of leadership,  

philanthropy, and community engagement.

Carol made history at Centenary as a member of the first  

graduating class to receive bachelor’s degrees from the  

institution, earning her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1974 after 

receiving her associate degree in 1972. She later pursued graduate 

studies at Marist College, New Jersey Institute of Technology, 

and Stevens Institute of Technology. 

Van Winkle Achievement Award Recipient 
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GOLD DOME BENEFACTORS
Atlantic Health

Nisivoccia

GOLD DOME PARTNERS
Aurora Private Wealth – Tim Smith

John Johnson Auto Group
Linda Van Winkle Watkins ’62 and Skip Watkins

PKF O’Connor Davies
Sodexo

GOLD DOME ADVOCATES
Dr. Denise Littleton
Marie D. Suozzo PC

Perona Farms
Randy May

SERVPRO Team Fabiani 
Dr. John H. Crow and Mrs. Claudette M. Crow 

GOLD DOME SUPPORTERS

SPECIAL TRIBUTES
Congratulations to all of the Gold Dome Recipients! - Marie D. Suozzo

Congratulations to all of the honorees. I am pleased to support Centenary University. - Dr. Denise M. Littleton

Congratulations to the 2026 Gold Dome Honorees. We support Centenary University and its students! 
Rev. Douglas & Angela Moore - First Baptist Church of Whitesboro

Doug is a genuine leader - authentic, sincere, and guided by integrity in all that he does. It is a pleasure to see him 
recognized. Your hard work and dedication never go unnoticed. I’m proud to call you, my friend.- Randy May 

We extend our sincerest congratulations to all of this year’s distinguished honorees! 
- Dr. Ronald Millman and Mrs. Merri Millman

Perona Farms supports Centenary University. Congratulations to the Gold Dome Award Recipients. 

Taylor Memorial Library proudly supports our students and the scholarship fund, together fostering curiosity, creativity, 
lifelong learning, and future leaders.  

Dr. Ronald Millman and Mrs. Merri Millman 
Drew and Dottie Wintemberg

Fiducient Advisors
Giovanna Kanu 

John and Beverly Schol
Compoli Executive Advisory

National Management Resources
ShopRite Ronetco Supermarkets

Sovereign Insurance
Valley Bank 

Lavery, Selvaggi, & Cohen, P.C.
Visions Federal Credit Union
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Special thanks to the Mars Company for their generous donation of tonight’s party 
favors! We appreciate your sweet support of Centenary.



Ronetco Supermarkets, Inc. is proud to support Centenary University and congratulates the honorees. We are 
Partners in Caring for our neighbors, families, homes, and communities.

Fiducient Advisors opened May 1, 1995 and remains dedicated to investment consulting. Our mission is to help 
clients prosper by placing their interests first and providing straightforward advice built on practical  

intellectual capital. 

At SERVPRO Team Fabiani, supporting Centenary University students isn’t just our commitment—it’s our 
privilege. Investing in local education means investing in our community’s future. 

Visions Federal Credit Union supports Centenary University and its students! 

Through my role on the Board of Trustees and my involvement with Enactus, I have seen the impact 
Centenary University has on shaping future leaders. These students are not only learning—they are  
creating meaningful change in the world today. That’s why Dottie and I are grateful to support their  

journey and the University’s continued growth.  - Drew and Dottie Wintemberg

As a proud sponsor of the Centenary University Annual Scholarship Gala, National Management  
Resources is honored to support an event that celebrates opportunity, achievement, and the transformative 

power of education. Investing in scholarships helps empower students to reach their full potential and build a 
stronger future for our communities. We are grateful to be part of an initiative that makes a lasting impact on 

students’ lives and academic journeys. 

Sovereign Insurance is a proud supporter of Centenary University. Congratulations to Senator Douglas  
Steinhardt, Dr. Raymond Frey, Mr. Michael Dowling and Atlantic Health, 2026 Gold Dome Recipients 

It is hard to picture life on campus without Dr. Ray Frey. The man literally wrote the book on Centenary! 
Thank you for your service and enjoy your well-earned retirement! 

- The CU Academics, Careers, and Experiences Team

Michael Dowling played a huge role in getting me where I am today. As a Missouri girl, I spent every summer 
working for him, and those years taught me far more than just riding. The lessons I learned, the standards he 

set, and the experiences I gained have stayed with me throughout my career. Congratulations on this  
well-deserved recognition. No one is more deserving, and I am grateful for the opportunity I had to learn from 

him and for the many great memories along the way. 
- Nicole Judd - Horseflight.com - (908)432-2050

Congratulations to all the 2026 honorees! Quality education is one of most important resources that we have, 
and Centenary is a valued example of this resource in our community.

-Erin Madonna CEPA® & Robyn Jensen CFP®, Edward Jones

At Valley Bank, we believe that investing in education is investing in the future of our community. Tonight, we 
are honored to stand alongside Centenary University in celebrating the power of possibility — and the students 

whose dreams are being made real through the generosity of our community. Education opens doors. It  
transforms lives, strengthens families, and builds the kind of communities we all want to live in. That is why 
Valley Bank is proud to support Centenary University and the remarkable scholars who inspire us all to reach 
higher. With gratitude and pride, Valley Bank congratulates Centenary University on this wonderful evening 

and remains committed to empowering the next generation of leaders. 

Dr. John Crow & Mrs. Claudette Crow and Family are proud to support Centenary University’s Golden Night 
of Excellence Scholarship Event 

We are thrilled to celebrate and congratulate all of the wonderful 2026 honorees! 
– Lavery, Selvaggi & Cohen, P.C.
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F O R  A  Q U OT E ,  V I S I T  N J M . C O M

H AV E  C O N F I D E N C E  I N  Y O U R  C O V E R A G E

NJM Insurance Group
is proud to support

Centenary University’s
Annual Scholarship Event

and congratulates this year’s honorees
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Joseph N. Russell, Partner
551.249.1155
jrussell@pkfod.com

pkfod.com

Proud to Support
Centenary University
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Proud to support 
Centenary 
University  

and their 2026 
Scholarship Gala

atlantichealth.org
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HHAACCKKEETTTTSSTTOOWWNN  RROOTTAARRYY  
  CCLLUUBB  &&  FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN  

to all the Honorees 
who have consistently 
inspired us with their 

service, leadership 
and many 

contributions  to  
Centenary’s 
excellence ! 

*Service Above Self



A NIGHT OF GOLDEN EXCELLENCE

the honorable al barlas
Assemblyman, 40th District

100 Passaic ave – Suite 155
FAIRFIELD, New Jersey 07004

862-702-8458
asmbarlas@njleg.org

Congratulations

Sen. Steinhardt!

PAID FOR BY THE BARLAS ELECTION FUND
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Sodexo operates campus food service operations at
Centenary University across Lackland Dining Hall, the
Equine Center, and Starbucks, while also providing
full-service catering for campus events. Each location
is designed to support the rhythms of campus life,
offering convenient, quality dining experiences.

To learn more, visit
cyclonedining.sodexomyway.com
and follow @CycloneDining
on Instagram and Facebook.

Cyclone Dining by Sodexo is
proud to sponsor the

FUELING OUR CYCLONES SINCE 2019

2026 GLITTER & GOLD GALA.
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nisivoccia.com
973-298-8500

Proud to Support 
Centenary University

Proud to celebrate this year’s Gold Dome Honorees
and the Centenary alumni who are part of our firm.

Big-Firm Capabilities. 
Small-Firm Attention.
At Nisivoccia, our advisors bring
together industry experience,
exceptional service, and the financial
tools needed to help you succeed. 

You’re not just a client number. 
You’re a long-term partner in success.

A Different Kind of Accounting Firm
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THEIR FUTURE
ISN’T LEFT  
TO CHANCE.  
IT’S OUR MISSION.

Get guaranteed growth  
before and after retirement.

Visit tiaa.org for more information.

Any guarantees under annuities issued by TIAA are subject to TIAA’s  
claims-paying ability. Annuities are issued by Teachers Insurance and  
Annuity Association of America (TIAA), New York, NY.

5398460 / 04 2026
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Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPF&S) is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, and Member SIPC.  MLPF&S is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Bank of America Corporation.
© 2025 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. 7410498 Vault-BA1ZYS | MLWM-242-AD | 470944PM-0325 | 03/2025

Spanarkel Browne & Associates

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
115 West Century Road 
Paramus, NJ 07652

201.967.4817
https://advisor.ml.com/sites/nj/paramus-nj/spanarkel_browne

Merrill is proud to support 
Centenary University and 
congratulates this year’s Gold 
Dome Award recipients.
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